
World Play Week 
22nd to 28th May - 2017 

 

Last week (9th December) we had a meeting to look at 
the possibility of holding a Play Week at the end of May 
2017. Marion Briggs, Giovana de Souza, Elsa Rossi and 
Clara Rocha and later Sylvia Morgado took part. Every 
year for the past 8 years, the Alliance for Childhood in 
Brazil has celebrated World Play Week. Now there are 
30 centres in all parts of Brazil organising play events. 
Could we take a step to work in conjunction with them to 
create a play week here in the UK? There was a 

suggestion to begin with a day somewhere in London. However, someone said why not a 
week? Then ideas began to pour out and soon it seemed a week of adventurous play indoors 
and out would be possible. We will meet again on Thursday 26th January 2017. If you would 
like to join us and help bring this about, please get in touch.     
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if we could understand more about the issues 
involved as a springboard for action. 
 
The date coincided with Universal Children’s Day, 
the anniversary of the signing of the UN convention 
on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on 20th 
November 1986, with particular reference to the 
child’s right to play (Article 31) and the right to be 

listened to and heard (Article 12).  
 
The speakers were: 
Paolo de Stefani, who is from Padua 
University and an international expert on the 
UN Convention; 
Amica Dall, an architect from the collective 
Assembly and designer of creative spaces; 
Ragnar Behncke from Chile who spoke from 

an ethnographic point of view about the continuing 
need of human beings to play, even into adulthood; 
Tim Gill, author of ‘No Fear; growing up in a risk-
averse society’, who showed how the space for 

free roaming of children has diminished and 

 

Where Do Children Play?  
Conference 18th November 2016 

 
In the many developments that are taking place in 
London and elsewhere, it has been observed that 
children are barely taken into account either by 
creating spaces which are suitable for them to live 
and play in or regarding them as citizens who have 
a voice.  
 
In effect, children’s rights are not being 
respected. As play is of major 
importance to the healthy development 
of the child, denying them suitable 
spaces to play becomes a health issue 
leading to among other things, obesity, 
lack of co-ordination and the ability to 
be creative and solve problems. This conference 
sought to look at what measures might be available 
to remedy this situation. 
 
Marion Briggs, UK co-ordinator, with Helen 
Corcoran and Giovana Barbosa de Souza from the 
Alliance in Brazil worked with Dr Roger Green, 
Director of  the Centre for Community Engagement 
and Research (CCER) at Goldsmiths University of 
London to bring this conference about. The CCER 
are engaged in a number of community projects in 
the Deptford area.  
 
The aim was to bring together a wide spectrum of 
people who had a concern for this question, to see 

children’s 
rights are 
not being 
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Dates for you Diary - 2017  
 

 January, 26th, Thursday   
Alliance for Childhood meeting about Play 
Week May 2017 
 

 March, 20th, Monday  
Space to Play -  symposium at the Foundling 
Museum London  
policyforplay.com/category/news-release 
 

 May, 22nd to 28th - World Play Week 
 

 June, 29th, Thursday 
Sunday 2nd July, 2017 Festival of Childhood 
Bath www.festivalofchildhood.com 

 Contact 
 
 Email: info@allianceforchildhood.co.uk 
 Phone: 0870 766 9657 
 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AllianceforChildhoodInt/ 
 Website: www.allianceforchildhood.co.uk 
 International site: www.alliancechildhood.org 

made the case for us to recover it for their future 
health;  
Penny Wilson, a play worker from Shadwell, 
assisted by Betty, spoke about the development of 
a play area in Tower Hamlets known as the Cow 
Playground. 
Lizzie Bryant, story teller, took us back to our 
childhood haunts. 
 
The speakers were outstanding - new insights and 
inspirations for us all. New connections were made 
and the ground prepared for new initiatives. What 
emerged from the day - children's rights need to be 
respected. A children's playground is a sacred 
space. Play is a basic need which must be 
expressed in order to grow up in a healthy way. 
Conditions for children to roam need to be 
reinstated. Children lead the way when it comes to 
creating community space. Children experience 
time differently. A two month project to create a 
community play space can seem an eternity to a 
nine year old. Play is a life long practice, so can we 
as adults maintain our creativity and regain this 
sense of timelessness in our lives? 
 

How you can help or get involved 
 
We are looking to expand the core group to include 
more people who can help on a practical level. 
Areas of activity are communication, maintaining 
our website, fundraising and co-ordination. Do you 
have a few hours a week to spare? Come and join 
us! 
 
The Alliance for Childhood depends on gifts and 
grants for its funding. Would you like to make a 
donation? You can do this through our website: 
www.allianceforchildhood.org.uk/donate-now   
 

 

Alliance for Childhood 

 

The Alliance for Childhood is an international 

network of people and organisations whose aim is 

to raise awareness in society of the importance of 

a good and healthy childhood, promoting the 

development of human beings able to build a 

society based on a culture of peace, environmental 

sustainability and respect for all differences. 

 

The Alliance is active mainly in Brazil, Brussels, 

the UK and the US. We have formed an 

international group of members from these 

countries which meets regularly by conference call 

to gain an overview of the quality of childhood 

worldwide and to share our experience of working 

within the Alliance for Childhood network in our 

respective countries. You can see more on our 

international website: www.alliancechildhood.org  

 

Send us your comments  

 

Do you have any thoughts or observations on the 

state of childhood you would like to share? email us 

at info@allianceforchildhood.co.uk 
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