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Shaping urbanisation for children: A 

handbook on child-responsive  

urban planning 
 

This publication calls all urban stakeholders to 
invest in child-responsive urban planning, 
recognising that cities are not only drivers of 
prosperity, but also of inequity. The built 
environment offers realms of opportunity where 
cities commit to the respect of children’s rights and 
planning for equity. Given the global trend in 
urbanisation, there is significant potential to 
engage with children in the decisions that affect 
their physical urban environment, their interaction 
with urban resource systems and shape their 
behaviour.  
 

The recognition of childhood as a crucial time for 
children to gain access to the urban setting and 
enjoy its advantages, is key to define spatial 
solutions for all ages. Child-responsive urban 
settings resonate qualities that many scholars have 
described as conceptual standards for sustainable 
neighbourhoods and cities: urban scales, proximity, 
walkability, mixed use, public space, independent 
mobility and connectivity.  

Tackling Gangs & Youth Crime  
The Positive Way 

House of Commons Meetup 17th October 2018 
 

The Youth Violence Commission 
 

Vicky Foxcroft, Chair of the Youth Violence 
Commission and MP for Lewisham Deptford, 
hosted this event. She was instrumental in setting 
up the Commission. She spoke about the 
background to it and the Commission’s finding. 
They have chosen to adopt a public health 
approach to youth violence. This is also the 
approach adopted by Sadiq Khan for London. The 
Commission began by looking at the root causes: 
why do young people feel safer carrying a knife? 
They gathered evidence, interviewing young 
people, visited the Glasgow unit that pioneered the 
public health approach and produce their interim 
report in July 2018. You can read it here:  

Vicky Foxcroft mentioned the good work done by 
Sure Start Centres, many of which have now 
closed due to lack of funding. They found that when 
a child is excluded from school sets them on an 
80% trajectory towards youth violence. It is much 
more expensive and a waste of available resources 
than the more effective approach of spending 
money earlier down the line. 

http://www.allianceforchildhood.org.uk
http://www.allianceforchildhood.co.uk/
http://www.unicef.org/publications/index_103349.html?fbclid=IwAR0fpIujY9-LT1YwiotFZV986XqkGPAcZhx5k0UpAMRO1QjF7o9gCHgeL9U
http://yvcommission.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Interim-Report-FINAL-version-2.pdf
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Alliance for Childhood London Forum 

Meeting 6 

9th October 2018 at City Hall, London  
 

The meeting was well attended with 24 people. 
After our introductions Katie Myhill from the  GLA 
London and Youth Team presented on the 
Young Londoners Fund, a £45 Million fund with 
£30 million for community projects. The first round 
has been completed. The next £15 million is open 
for applications next year. The remaining 15 million 
is being used to scale up City Hall activities.  

The funding primary supports 2 groups. 1st: Young 
people at risk of exclusion or involvement in 
criminal activity. 2nd: young people who have 
already been involved. Currently approx 90% are 
in 1st group and 10% in 2nd. There is potential that 
2nd round will focus more on young people who 
are in group 2. Also on geographical areas and at 
risk groups that are under subscribed. 
 
Our London Map 
 
Our-London Map is available to find activities that 

young people can take part in. Originally intended 
to show summer activities, it is now available on a 
more long term basis. You can upload your site 
information. It is updated regularly.  
 

Kismet Meyon told us about the work of  
The Peer Outreach Team who: 

 

- Hold quarterly meetings where you can showcase 
what your organisation does, with the aim to 
provide more opportunities to young people 
- Host awareness events 
- Help to manage projects and liaise with 
companies 
 
They have been closely involved with the grant 
allocation process for the London Fund. They will 
do ‘mystery shopping’ and monitor projects. Peer 
to peer work one of the most effective ways of 
engaging with youth. They are able to get feedback 

The highest incidence of stabbings happens 
between 3 and 6 pm, according to the experience 
of professionals, though there is no data held 
about this. Why not keep the children safe at this 
time, till their parent come home form work? 
Young people are our future. They are scared so 
carry a knife. They do not trust the police, so it 
does not necessarily help to tell them not to carry 
a knife or they will get stabbed. 
 

Public health Approach in Glasgow 
 

Also at the meeting was Niven Rennie, former 
Chief Superintendent of Strathclyde police and 
Director of the Violence Reduction Unit in Glasgow 
which piloted this approach. He was able to show 
how their methods reduced violence by over 43%. 
 

To begin with, it was clear that police cannot tackle 
this on their own alone. Once they took the multi-
agency approach, things began to improve. They 
went round to gang members and told them they 
will be dead or in prison if they resort to violence. 
Any of them could be killed for crossing the street 
into the wrong territory. Next they carried out a 
massive publicity campaign. They established 
Peer to Peer mentoring. They told pupils to tell 
someone if they think there is a problem. They told 
local Authorities not to exclude children from 
school. Niven admitted there was more to go, but 
they have come a long way. They are 13 years 
into the programme. It requires a generational 
change. 
 

Approach from the Community 
 

The third contributor was Sheldon Thomas, the 
Founder and Chief Executive of Gangsline. An 
inspirational and pioneering individual, Sheldon 
has an unprecedented insight into gangs through 
his own experience as a leading gang member in 
the 1970s. He now dedicates his life to engaging 
directly with gang leaders and members and using 
a ‘no holds barred’, yet spiritual, approach to 
changing young people’s lives. His main emphasis 
was on the responsibility of the family and the 
need for parents to involve themselves in the lives 
of their children by checking if they are carrying 
knifes, what they are doing on social media and 
generally being interested in what they do. When 
10 and 11 year olds are out at night, whose 
responsibility is it? Gang members say, “If you’re 
not at home to raise your kids, we will.” You can 
blame poverty and the government, but people live 
in poverty and don’t commit crime. Children look 
for a sense of belonging. A child is looking for love. 
Material goods replace emotional love. In the UK, 
children are more likely to grow up unloved than 
anywhere else. The solution starts at home. They 
need role models. Relationships are key. 
 

Many of the themes emerging from the discussion 
can be found in some conclusions from the Youth 
Violence Commission. 

http://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/education-and-youth/young-londoners/mayors-young-londoners-fund
https://www.london.gov.uk/our-london/
https://www.london.gov.uk/peer-outreach-workers
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from peers. The common challenges faced by youth 
are: Environment; Born into life and can find no other 
way; Stress and anger; In prison; Lack of support. 
They took part in the Knife crime summit. See their 
presentation here 
 
Jane Brueseke and Jamal Sami-Miller spoke about 
the Waltham Forest Youth Independent Advisory 
Group (WFYIAG). The WFYIAG run peer to peer 
workshops in Walthamstow and other areas. They 
work with a wide range of themes such as knowing 
your rights, knife crime and FMG. Knife crime has 
consistently been an issue since they joined the 
WAG in 2012. Youth engages through peers leading 
the workshop. They work with the police, safer 
school officers training police officers. They take part 
in response patrols where they join evening patrols 
with the police on a Friday. Two police officers were 
present at the meeting who worked with the 
WFYIAG. The main focus is on building trust. Street 
Base- Southwark Young Advisors. See their 
presentation here. 

 

Questions and Discussions 
 

WFIAG partner with LEAP to train their recruits. They 
work closely with Shelter and YMCA 
Police officers tend to be the ones who want to be 
the ones to set it up. 
 

Youth peer outreach programmes need links with 
Police but for it not to be set up by Police. 

  

WFIAG receives funding from MOPAC (Mayor’s 
Office for Policing and Crime) and charge 
organisations using a commissioning model towards 
the financing of their work. Their Street Base network 
is growing, based on the Southwark model. They use 
drama and the spoken word to get feedback from 
children. 

From notes by Marie Williams 

The Alliance for Childhood London Forum 

 

Next meeting of the London Forum is on Tuesday 

26th March 2019 at 9:30 to 11.30 am in City Hall.  
 

We will hear about the rationale behind the research 

which Education and Health have commissioned and 

is now published as Boys on Track by LKMco on 

research into improving support for Black Caribbean 

and Free School Meal-Eligible White Boys in 

London. We will discuss very important issues which 

this report highlights.   
 

For more information contact Marion Briggs:  

marion@allianceforchildhood.org.uk   

As a work of fiction, the dream was this: 
 

"There will be no 

Papers on the floor, 

Because there will be no papers. 

And on the ground none fell 

And if anyone possesses them 

It is for the possession of a pardon. 

Angels are the ladder 

And you, be the single handrail. 

Take the hoe and from the garden pick the fruit. 

If from the humble grotto came the greatest 

kindness 

Teach the lyrics when you are older 

 

When you look at today 

There is no glimpse of tomorrow  

And in the half-light are the concepts 

The brushes the twines and azaleas 

Deal with the now 

Another time is a later thought  

Heat your beans and rice 

And follow the sublime journey 

From being a modicum on the road 

To a candle that walks 

Bringing friend and neighbours 

To help in the work that is not yours 

Neither mine 

It comes from beyond the moon 

A love so pure 

That broke through the wall 

That separates you from the good 

 

By Daniel Rossi 

 

Links to Multiirão (People Working Together) 
project in Brazil -  
Website: www.multiirao.org (In Portuguese - 
press Google to translate)             
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/multiirao  

https://www.london.gov.uk/city-hall-blog/every-borough-attends-mayors-knife-crime-summit
https://allianceforchildhoodorguk.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/slides-alliance-for-childhood-london-forum.pdf
https://directory.walthamforest.gov.uk/kb5/walthamforest/directory/advice.page?id=QlPN9kKUCLc
https://directory.walthamforest.gov.uk/kb5/walthamforest/directory/advice.page?id=QlPN9kKUCLc
https://youngadvisors.org.uk/southwark-safer-streets/
https://youngadvisors.org.uk/southwark-safer-streets/
https://allianceforchildhoodorguk.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/yiag-presentation-afcl-091018.pdf
https://lep.london/article/welcome-leap-and-its-newly-appointed-board
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/mayors-office-policing-and-crime-mopac
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/mayors-office-policing-and-crime-mopac
mailto:marion@allianceforchildhood.org.uk
http://www.multiirao.org
http://www.facebook.com/multiirao
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Lovespace at  Rich Mix  

 

LOVESPACE was a show 

about bringing people together 
to celebrate life. Inspired by the 
death of friends and people I 
worked with last year, I was 
moved to make a show about 
what matters most in life  – love, 
creativity and our shared humanity. Since moving to 
London I was struck by the level of talent of many of the 
young people that I had met through the Alliance for 
Childhood at City Hall when I was organising the young 
people’s conference last year. Given the talent of these 
young people and my own particular skill set as a 
musician, I decided to organise a show instead of 
conference to have these young people’s voices heard in 

a more entertaining way.    

Jerome Harvey-Agyei, who I met through 
YLPN at City Hall hosted the event. His own 
story is remarkable as is his work finding 
social and global solutions through love. 
Some of the other performers like Chifa K 
and Broken Pen, I met through Poetic Unity 

run by Ragz CV who is doing an amazing job to nurture 
young spoken word talent in London. I chose inspirational 
performers who are creatively and/or personally authentic, 
that I was either friends with or whose work was moving 
and meaningful to me so it was a very personal project, a 
celebration of my own life. This resulted naturally in a very 
wide range of performers of difference ages, backgrounds 
and nationalities and performance genres and 

subsequently in a wide mix of audience 
members (a truly rich mix like the name of 

the venue) 

The performers ranged from contemporary 
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African dance by Denise 
Rowe, spoken work by Jamal 
Khan and others, DJ Noudle, 
a talk by my mentor Pemma 
Fox and the remarkable and 
heroic story of Asef 
Nabizadeh who, after 
escaping from Afghanistan at 
just 12 years, eventually 
made his way to England. 
The story of a refugee, from 
his own mouth, many of 
whom are silent statistics, is 

the story of our time. 

The show was about listening to people that 
we might not otherwise hear.  An evening of 
depth, live and humanity and a great night 

out! 

Emma Stow 

 

Comment 

Emma managed to bring together a great wealth of talent and a mix of backgrounds, ages and 
experience that was reflected in the audience. People literally had their breath taken away with 
the dexterity with words of the spoken word artists and at times the whole audience was moved 
to tears. The love poet was so masterful that every women in the space melted and was saying if 

only my husband/partner would speak to me like that.  

Everyone had a story to tell, making it even more remarkable. Artists who experienced gang 
violence, stabbings, prison, escape as a refugee from war, all turned their life around through 
some kind of spiritual or religious experience and their art. There was a tangible feeling of love in 
the space generated by these artists and the audience. It was a life changing event for many. I 

hope they do it again. MB 
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The Mother House Studios 
 
An artist studio model with integrated childcare that can encourage career development, gender equality, 
healthier mothers and children and a more culturally engaged community.  
 
The Mother House Studios model is a unique solution to a proven lack of viable provision that gives 
sufficient support to the professional development and wellbeing of artists during early motherhood. We 
offer a collaborative yet intimate space for artists to foster their creative practice whilst nurturing engaged 
parenting. 
 
To facilitate integration and exchange, the model creates two interconnected spaces: Studio space for 
professional arts practice in the form of an open art studio with desks - a children’s area, where a 
dedicated team facilitates in-house daily activities and a gallery space for exhibitions and public 
programme open to the community.  
 
Pilot schemes have successfully taken place in London and Stroud and we have received 100s of 
enquiries from people interested in replicating the model elsewhere. We have now found a possible venue 
in Deptford, to open the first long term Mother House and put in practice the invaluable outcomes of the 
previous projects.                 
 
Over 60 artists took part in our 3 pilot projects, engaging passionately with the concept of a shared 
working environment with their children. Since then we have received over 100 enquiries about how to 
replicate the model in many cities in UK, Europe and USA. 
 
Opening of the Mother House studios in Deptford.  

 
The project was backed by the Mayor of London and now they have overhit the funding target by raising 
almost £50,000. For any new development please follow @procreateproject.  

Parents must reclaim the central role if growing crisis among children is to end 
 

FOR the first time in history, children are being brought up by each other. They are taking their lead from 
their peers — turning to them for their values, identity-shaping and codes of behaviour. 
Children are in crisis and it’s because — instead of orbiting around their parents and other responsible 
adults as they are meant to do — they are more and more orbiting around each other. 
 

This is how Dr Gabor Maté and Dr Gordon Neufeld, authors of Hold on to Your Kids: Why Parents Need 
to Matter More Than Peers, diagnose the breakdown in the relationship between many parents and their 
children today. 
 

Read more 
 
Published in Irish Examiner, Saturday, December 29, 2018 

https://allianceforchildhood.org.uk/2019/01/08/parents-must-reclaim-the-central-role-if-growing-crisis-among-children-is-to-end/
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  The Alliance for Childhood (AfC) is a 

network that facilitates reflection and action 

by people with concerns about the care and 

education of children. It is not a 

conventional organisation, but an 

expression of a willingness to work together 

for the betterment of the experience of 

childhood.  

The Parenting Toolkit  
by Caroline Penney 

The Parenting Toolkit by Caroline Penney 
launched with an event at the Freud Museum this 
September. 
 
“Parenting is often seen as a skill which is 
instinctive and does not need to be learned. 
However, many parents and guardians can benefit 
enormously from learning child-sensitive 
techniques which help them reflect on their 
parenting. The Parenting Toolkit is a unique and 
valuable resource for parents and guardians who 
wish to give their children the best start in life. It is 
especially relevant today, when families are under 
so much societal pressure.  
 
Caroline Penney has drawn on her years of 
experience, facilitating parenting groups and 
working as a family therapist, to present these 
techniques clearly.  
 
She explains how to help your child become 
confident, capable, caring, and able to reach their 
full potential as well as offering advice on how to 
ensure that you are getting all the self-care that 
you need in order to be a good parent. Illustrated 
throughout with warm and witty greyscale by Kate 
Hajducka.”  

Hawthorn Press 
 

Making Simple Needle Felts - 40 Inspiring 
Seasonal Projects by Steffi Stern 

Steffi Stern brings her inimitable energy and enthu-
siasm to her second book after the success of Mak-
ing Needle Felted Animals. Intended as a back-to-
basics guide to making needle-felted objects, each 
project includes clear steps and photos, and Steffi 
also instructs the reader on basic techniques that 
will help them to make many other projects as well. 
The book contains chapters on techniques, materi-
als, tools and accessories.  
 

There is a chapter on fairies, angels, and people, 
and the rest of the book is organised by season; it 
brims with all kinds of treasures, such as pumpkins, 
gnomes, strawberries, baubles, birds, bees, snails, 
flowers, the Nativity, mice, and mermaids. All the 
projects in the book are doable for a beginner, with 
some for little fingers (no needles involved), for be-
ginners, as well as those who have more experi-
ence. Steffi’s advice is, “Have a go!”   

Hawthorn Press 

New Books 

http://www.hawthornpress.com/books/early-years/the-parenting-toolkit/
http://www.hawthornpress.com/books/crafts-and-family-activities/making-simple-needle-felts/
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Sir Al Aynsley-Green launches his new 
book ‘The British Betrayal of Childhood’ at 

Coram, in the Foundling Museum, 
Brunswick Square, London  

 
Coram hosted 'In 
the Footsteps of 
Thomas Coram', 
an event with Sir 
Al Aynsley-
Green, the first 
children’s 
commissioner for 
England, to 
discuss the 
issues raised in 
his new book 
'The British 
Betrayal of 
Childhood', and 
the impact that 
Thomas Coram 
has had on his 
career. 

 

Thomas Coram was founder of the Foundling 
Hospital, London’s first home for babies whose 
mothers were unable to care for them. 
 

You can read about the launch here   
 

“With provocative insight and based on an illustrious 
40-year career in public office, Sir Al Aynsley-Green 
demands to know why outcomes for the UK’s 
children for health, education, social care, youth 
justice and poverty remain among the worst in the 
developed world. He draws global comparisons and 
offers astute observations of the realities of being a 
young person in Britain today, to show how 
government policies have been shamefully failing 
children on a grand scale. 
 

Prioritising the need to support and inspire all 
children, including those with disability or 
disadvantage, and to design services around their 
needs, Sir Al puts forward a brave and timely 
alternative for the UK. By building local 
communities, shifting national attitudes, and 
confronting barriers between sectors, he presents a 
fresh and realistic road map that can enable new 
generations of children to be as healthy, educated, 
creative and resilient as they can be, equipped with 
the confidence and skills they need to lead happy 
and successful lives. 
 

A must-read for those engaged in children’s 
services, policy and parenting in the UK, Sir Al 
confronts the obstacles and attitudes faced by 
young people today with tact, honesty and 
compassion, to offer his vision of a society in which 
each and every child is valued.” 

Buy the book here.  

 

Lost in the Right Direction: My Volunteer 
Experience at Lao Friends Hospital for 

Children (LFHC) 
 

Aya Husni Bey is a Therapeutic Play Practitioner, 
Holistic Counsellor and is currently completing a 
Transpersonal Arts in Therapy Level 7 training at 
Tobias School of Art and Therapy. She travelled to 
Luang Prabang in February 2018 to volunteer with 
LFHC for 4 months. What follows here is her 
account of her experience at LFHC which she says 
only touches on the personal rewards she reaped 
from her time there. 
 

LFHC opened in February 2015, on the back of the 
phenomenal success of Angkor Hospital for 
Children in neighbouring Cambodia. Both were 
founded by Kenro Izu, a noted Japanese 
photographer who was distressed by the ill-health 
and lack of medical care which he witnessed 
among Cambodian children in the early 1990s.  
Why a photographer should have the nous to found 
a world-beating hospital is unknown, but he did, 
and the process is being repeated in Laos, a land 
where about 64 children in every thousand will not 
live to see their fifth birthday.  

By treating preventable illnesses, such as malaria, 
pneumonia and diarrhoea, LFHC is denting that 
horrible statistic, and showing how it might soon be 
in the dustbin of history. Naturally, there is an 
emphasis on education, but this facility tackles the 
sophisticated, pricey stuff too: ER, surgery, 
radiology, diagnostic imaging, laboratory, 
Thalassemia clinic, Childlife & family support, 
outreach, pharmacy and neonatal facility. This 
latter is a life saver every day. 
 

Professionals with skills they could sell anywhere in 
the world (doctors, nurses, pharmacists, 
nutritionists, physiotherapists, and childlife 
specialists) choose to come here from the UK, US, 
Australia, Japan and other countries. This is a job 
that may put you out of pocket. I know, I have just 

http://www.coram.org.uk/news/al-aynsley-green-launches-new-book-‘-british-betrayal-childhood’-coram
https://www.routledge.com/The-British-Betrayal-of-Childhood-Challenging-Uncomfortable-Truths-and/Aynsley-Green/p/book/9781138297920
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done four months in LFHC offering my therapeutic art and play counselling 
support as a member of the childlife and family specialist support unit. It is 
the best money I ever spent. 
 

I say this selfishly, because I had the time of my life – and I am well-
travelled. Money and career are out of the equation; everyone is here 
because this is a fantastic place where you get to exercise your skills to 
the utmost, hopefully do some good (not just tick a box on the CV for NGO 
advancement!) and stand in awe of what can be achieved 
with a wise will. 
 

Of course, the people make the place. In backpacker circles, 
it is a not-very-well-kept secret that quiet Laos, seemingly a bit-part 
player in the Twentieth Century dramas of SE Asia, is the land waiting 
to seduce you, and hold you. Landlocked by five broadly more noted 
countries, Laos has a reclusive image, but right from when you arrive at 
LFHC, this seems like one of the most open and accessible cultures on 
Earth. 
 

Volunteers usually sign up for three months to a year, and just about 
every last one of them leaves with a heavy heart; tears are not rare. 
Some avoid this pain by not leaving, and find ways to stay on.  
The Lao staff adopt you without reservation, not just for the obvious social drinks, but also for river 
picnics, meals out, night clubs, Laotian synchronised dances, weddings, trips to the local pottery villages 
and community activities such as cutting bamboo for bamboo soup during the rainy season.  We all leave 
knowing we are not going home in general to people whose humility, spirituality and kindness could ever 
compare with what has been experienced at LFHC. 
 

I embraced the opportunity to find peace of mind while being immersed in the numinous space generated 
by the monks at the temple during evening meditations; this, and the beauty of the surrounding 
environment offered me an unwavering sense of awe that never left, and always felt like nourishment for 
my senses. This helped me to reenergise, and supported me through more challenging times. 
 

Working in a hospital, and inevitably dealing with death, it was interesting to learn that traditional Khmu 
graveyards are split into sections; one for natural deaths, one for accidental deaths, one for children and 
a fourth for those who died away from home. This was important knowledge to have when seeking 
understanding for why families might wish to take their children home sooner than doctors recommended. 
I had read Anne Fadiman’s touching and thought-provoking book, The Spirit Catches You and You Fall 
Down: A Hmong Child, Her American Doctors and the Collision of Two Cultures. This is a 
cautionary tale of well-intentioned and highly intelligent western medicine men presuming they are 
entirely objective and therefore not getting their heads round an alternative and valid view of life. It can be 
tricky, but offence is avoidable – and fascination is not. 
 

Naturally, it is personal experiences which bond a place to your heart and everyone at LFHC has a tale or 
two to tell. One of my favourites was the remarkable recovery of a six-year-old boy who fell from a tree 
and seemed to have no chance of surviving. His mother with unwavering strength and loving commitment 
stayed by her sons’ side; day and night. 
 

He had control over his right arm only and was paralysed on his left side. He was needing to be fed 
through a tube, which he didn’t like at all. He managed to pull out the tube using his right arm. With time 
he began to swallow, and eventually came to sitting in an upright position. I got to work with this amazing 
boy. Eventually he was able to sit in a wheel chair, and I would take him out on little trips for a change of 
scene, to expand his perception of space, and help reactivate his memory. He was eventually able to turn 
his head left, or right, and hold it straight forward to indicate which route he wished to explore. He began 
to try his right hand at drawing and painting, which requires highly concentrated movements and with the 
help and support of all the team; he got there, we were all so inspired. He began writing the alphabet and 
then his name... After three months of miracles, this adorable boy said, ‘bye bye’, waved his left arm, and 
walked off home. 
 

Of course, the human body and spirit can be wonderfully unpredictable anywhere, but it seemed right and 
fitting to me that such an utterly confounding, joyful recovery would occur in this magical, spiritual setting. 
If you are interested in volunteering with Lao Friends Hospital for Children as a Doctor, Nurse, Childlife 
Specialist, Pharmacist, Physiotherapist, please visit their website at the link below. Doctors, nurses and 
pharmacists are particularly in high demand at this time. https://fwab.org/hospitalvolunteers/ 

https://fwab.org/hospitalvolunteers/
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Boys on Track 

Improving support for Black Caribbean and 
Free School Meal Eligible White Boys  

in London 
 

A research report  
 
 

LKMco and the Greater London Authority (GLA) 

have launched ‘Boys on Track’, new research 

looking at how support for white free school 

meal-eligible and black Caribbean boys across 

London can be improved. 
 

The GLA commissioned this research because 

attainment among London’s most 

disadvantaged young people lags an average 

of 12 months behind their more advantaged 

peers, having an adverse effect on these young 

Londoners’ life chances. Two of the largest 

groups at risk of educational underperformance 

in London are black Caribbean and free school 

meal-eligible white boys. 
 

LKMco’s new research draws on extensive 

literature reviews, as well as a consultation with 

practitioners, experts and young people. The 

stakeholders we spoke to, and the existing 

research evidence we reviewed, emphasised 

the need for support across a range of areas, 

including academic progress, social and 

emotional wellbeing, and careers education and 

guidance. Particularly in the London context, 

where nearly all schools are good or 

outstanding, stakeholders identified that the 

focus for action must move beyond classroom 

teaching alone.  
 

It identifies seven key ‘areas for action’, which 

will help build on excellent work already taking 

place across the capital in early years settings, 

schools, post-16 provision, and youth settings. 

1. Enhancing pupils’ emotional wellbeing 

and mental health.  

2. Working with parents and families, 

involving them in their children’s education.  

3. Securing access to high quality early 

years provision.  

4. Raising teachers’ expectations and 

addressing their biases.  

5. Recruiting and retaining a more diverse 

teaching workforce.  

6. Enhancing access to work experience 

opportunities, careers guidance, and 

support into employment.  

7. Encouraging peer support among young 

people.  

 

The seven areas are not ordered by their 
importance; they are interlinked, and work on 
one is likely to benefit the others. Furthermore, 
approaches that would support outcomes 
among black Caribbean and white free school 
meal-eligible boys will be beneficial for all 
children and young people in London. 

 
Read the full report  
 
From a blog post by Will Millard   

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/education-and-youth/schools-success/schools-success-research-events-and-visits
https://www.lkmco.org/boys-on-track-improving-support-for-white-fsm-eligible-and-black-caribbean-boys-in-london/

