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What is happening to our young people? 
 

The recent killings in London have sparked a wide conversation on 
every level - on the street, in the media, in government, about what are 
the cause and what to do to stop it. A common thread is emerging from 
these conversations. 
 

The first thing that strikes you is how many people have direct or indirect 
experience of violence and knife crime among young people. It can be a 
life changing experience when someone’s friends or acquaintances begin to disappear after a violent 
death.  
 

What are the causes?  
 

Number 1 on nearly everyone’s list is the decimation of school support, youth services and help with 
mental health. Activities for young people have decreased along with the police presence. It amounts to 
66% cuts in essential services.  

Social media plays a part in developing an on-line culture. Gang activity is heightened through instant 
communication.  

We live in a violent society. Films, television and other media show increasing violence and a lack of 
respect. Young people can live in violent households where they can be drawn in and perpetuate the 
cycle. 

Regeneration and gentrification is leading to anxiety and working class people are being pushed out, 
adding to a sense of alienation.  

Some parents lack the knowledge or confidence to question or discipline their children 
Turf violence and drug dealing are rife. As one dealer said: If you enter a life where you can have a stack 

of money and can buy anything you want, do you think tempting a person away with the prospect of 
joining a youth club will have an effect? 

Prison sentences are too short and don’t act as a deterrent. Young people don’t care in general what 
happens to them, their life feels meaningless and without hope. 

 

What are the solutions?  
 

Put pressure on the Government to give meaningful support to young people. Sadiq Khan has taken steps 
to increase finance within his capacity as Mayor to support organisations which provide facilities and 
training for young people with his Young Londoners Fund.  

Invest in ways of anger management and direct violent tendencies into, for example, boxing or martial 
arts. Channel it into art and music and give opportunities such as volunteering.  

Parents should be helped to understand more about the social media their children are using.  
Give families advice on parenting and give them opportunities to guide their children.  
Pay parents to care for children so they don’t have to go out to work. Family financial difficulties are part of 

the problem.  
If you ask young people what helped them to turn away from gangs and violence, most say that they saw 
the meaningless loss of their friend’s lives. Something happened and they decided that there must be 

something better. Some are dedicating their lives to helping others to put the violence behind them. 
Perhaps they are the best hope for change. Finding meaning gives hope.  
The experience of community gives a sense of belonging. Young people need to have the guidance of 
adults from early on, supporting young people as they progress through life. It’s all about relationships and 
family values. Most of all it’s about listening, giving youth a voice. When it comes down to it, love is the 
answer.                                             From notes by Marion Briggs 
 
This video asks the question: "Will the violence stop by just taking the knives away?” and the young film makers 
comment: "We need to ask the deep rooted questions and dig deeper for the answers and break these cycles of 
violence, not just for those that are gone, but those that are going through it now and the those that are yet to 
come." www.facebook.com/VoicesThatSHAKE/videos/1645791142124630/   

August 2018 

Newsletter 

file:///C:/Users/Elsa/Documents/2018-BUSS Newsletter


2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

London Needs You Alive 
Campaign Materials 

 

The Mayor of London has  launched an 
educational toolkit for schools, colleges, 
community and faith groups to help them raise 
awareness of the London Needs You Alive 
campaign and reduce knife crime. 
 

About  the Toolkit 
This toolkit was created to complement the Mayor’s 
first anti-knife crime media campaign, London 
Needs You Alive. 
 

The campaign, launched in November 2017, 
encourages children to place a higher value on 
their life and not to carry a knife. The #LNYA toolkit 
has been developed to support young people to 
reconnect with positive aspirations and self-
identity. 
 

The toolkit contains existing resources and 
initiatives that have been specially developed, 
including: campaign material templates, lesson 
plans, inspirational actives, links to free courses, 
training and useful contact details, information 
about the London Needs You Alive campaign and 
details of the other things we’re doing to combat 
knife crime. 
 

Download the Toolkit  
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/london
-needs-you-alive-toolkit3.pdf 
 

Read More 
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/mayors-
office-policing-and-crime-mopac/our-priorities/
london-needs-you-alive-toolkit 

   

The Alliance for Childhood (AfC) is a 

network that facilitates reflection and 

action by people with concerns about the 

care and education of children. It is not a 

conventional organisation, but an 

expression of a willingness to work 

together for the betterment of the 

experience of childhood.  

What is 
the 

Alliance 
all about? 

London Curriculum Family  
Explorer Trails 

              

Get out and about this summer with the 
London Curriculum! 

 
“We’re delighted to announce our new family trail, 
Women of Courage, which follows in the footsteps 
of the inspirational women who made London 
great. 
This 5-kilometre trail starts in Parliament Square 

by the statue of suffragist Millicent Fawcett and 
explores Westminster and Waterloo. This is part of 
the Mayor’s #BehindEveryGreatCity campaign, 
marking the centenary of the first women winning 
the right to vote in the UK. 
 

Our six trails are a great way for families to get out 
over summer and find out more about this brilliant 
city – and have some fun too!”         

 Sadiq Khan, London Mayor 
 

Check them out 
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/education-
and-youth/london-curriculum/events-and-activities/
london-curriculum-family-explorer-trails?
source=vanityurl 

Community Conversations  
on Youth Violence  

 

Out of 64 killings across London this year; 16 of 
them were in Newham. Community Links, based in 
Canning Town, is partnering with local 
organisations to host community led conversations 
on youth violence. The conversation three 
members of the Alliance’s core group joined took 
place between people from a wide range of 
backgrounds, cultures and ages. The question is, 
why is this happening now? At the end of the 
project it will be interesting to read the outcome of 
these conversations.    MB 

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/london-needs-you-alive-toolkit3.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/london-needs-you-alive-toolkit3.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/mayors-office-policing-and-crime-mopac/our-priorities/london-needs-you-alive-toolkit
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/mayors-office-policing-and-crime-mopac/our-priorities/london-needs-you-alive-toolkit
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/mayors-office-policing-and-crime-mopac/our-priorities/london-needs-you-alive-toolkit
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/education-and-youth/london-curriculum/events-and-activities/london-curriculum-family-explorer-trails?source=vanityurl
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/education-and-youth/london-curriculum/events-and-activities/london-curriculum-family-explorer-trails?source=vanityurl
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/education-and-youth/london-curriculum/events-and-activities/london-curriculum-family-explorer-trails?source=vanityurl
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/education-and-youth/london-curriculum/events-and-activities/london-curriculum-family-explorer-trails?source=vanityurl
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Alliance for Childhood London Forum   

 
The next London Forum meeting is on Tuesday 9th 
October from 9.30 to 11.30 am. Our theme is 
related to supporting young people to give 
alternatives to falling into violence and street crime. 
More information and a report of the last meeting 
will follow. 

Contact us & get involved 
 info@allianceforchildhood.co.uk 

Phone: 0870 766 9657    
London site www.allianceforchildhood.org.uk 

UK site: www.allianceforchildhood.co.uk    
International site: www.alliancechildhood.org 

Facebook:     
www.facebook.com/AllianceforChildhoodInt 

 

Playday at Pepys Community Library, 
Deptford 

 

"The play day was very enjoyable. It gave me 
courage to play the games, it made me very 
relaxed and brought me joy. I had such a 
wonderful time".                                

Talia 8 years. 
 

"For me, it gave me the opportunity to rescue my 
childhood and to teach my daughter some games 
I used to play.  It strengthened our relationship 
and our communication".  

Luciana Duailibe - artist educator 

Alliance for Childhood meeting   

19 April 2018 in Deptford 
Marie Williams, Joyce Jacca, Marion Briggs, Emma 

Stow, Elsa Rossi, and Luciana Duailibe 

Tower Block Kids 
 

Channel 5 are showing a 2-part documentary 
interviewing children and their parents about the 
experience of living in a tower block. It’s interesting 
to hear them describe all the things that we speak 
about in our work, on the effects of tower blocks on 
children. You can see it here:  
www.channel5.com/show/tower-block-kids/ 

Aware Parenting Weekend Conference -  
use the code AFC for a 25% reduction in the 

conference ticket price. 
 

Explore our Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/AllianceforChildhoodInt/ 

 

Sign up for our website blog: 
www.allianceforchildhood.org.uk  

http://www.allianceforchildhood.org.uk
http://www.allianceforchildhood.co.uk/
http://www.channel5.com/show/tower-block-kids/
http://www.facebook.com/AllianceforChildhoodInt/
http://www.allianceforchildhood.org.uk
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Alliance for Childhood on Facebook  -  This article has attracted more attention than any other 
we’ve posted on Facebook.  Texas School Beats ADHD by Tripling Recess Time    

https://returntonow.net/2017/11/21/texas-school-beaths-adhd-tripling-recess-time/ 

The Challenges of Being a Child in Our Time    by Elsa Rossi 
 

A little child does not compete, does not feel hatred, does not envy. 
Children are the reflection of their parents, a reflection of the family, a reflection of society, 
The child grows and what he or she learns, he or she transfers to others, 
Will give just what he or she receives, 
 

A child has a purity of soul and we are responsible for what we print into these souls. 
A child is a beautiful flower trying to bloom in a garden among thorns 
And nowadays, it is difficult to be a child, to be accepted time after time by the parents themselves 
The blossom of the child transforms into youth 
 

The young person that we call troublesome, lawless, is not distant from his or her past, 
Only few years, with sometimes a short a life ahead, who knows? 
And a child needs dialogue and education, love, not rejection 
 

A young man who suffers in silence has a soft soul and has dreams of better days 
Young orphans dream of a home, a family, a life. 
Many will not have brothers or fathers to hug 
Transfer their problems to a society and institutions 
That never solved them and more dreams are diverted 
 

And the 'shadows and darkness' catch and chase the young children, 
Who could be adopted with kindness… 
But we are still far from taking them to our heart with true charity and love, 
Without looking at skin and colour 
But simply help the coloured flower to grow and perfume the world! 

Active and free play for children 
 

Many adults have fond memories of 
'playing out' on the pavement or in the 
street as children. For today's children it's 
quite a different story, but it doesn't have 
to be – a little planning and imagination 
can make ‘playing out’ an important part 
of your child’s life too. 
 

Research shows that 90% of adults 
played out regularly in their street as 

children. The majority of children now would like to do the same, but one in three aged between seven 
and 14 don't play or hang out in their street at all. 
 

Street play offers an important stepping stone for both children and parents in the journey from the 
supervised play of younger years to the independent lifestyle of teenagers. 
 

How does outdoor play benefit children? 
 

Playing outdoors is not only lots of fun, it also plays an important role in children's development and 
there are many benefits that you may not have realised.  
 

Read more about it www.sustrans.org.uk/what-you-can-do/children-and-families/active-and-free-play-
children 

Sustrans are offering some sound 
advice on play, not just for the 
summer holidays, but anytime. 

https://returntonow.net/2017/11/21/texas-school-beaths-adhd-tripling-recess-time/
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/what-you-can-do/children-and-families/active-and-free-play-children
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/what-you-can-do/children-and-families/active-and-free-play-children
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 Age-Appropriate Design Code -  
call for evidence by Information Commissioner’s Office 

 

The ICO has put out a call for evidence as part of a consultation to 
develop standards for an Age-Appropriate Design Code for children’s 
use of the internet and social media. The Code was introduced as an 
amendment to the Data Protection Bill by Lady Kidron, with the support 
of Lord Stevenson, Baroness Harding and Lord Storey. It was 
subsequently adopted by Government and now sits at section 123 of the 
Act.    
 

The Code acknowledges the principle set out in the GDPR that children 
"merit specific protection" and requires the Information Commissioner to determine standards. In doing so 
she must take into account the UK's obligation as a signatory to the UNCRC and the fact that children 
have different development needs at different ages. The ICO now has 18 months to propose standards in 
relation to aspects of design such as: default privacy settings, use of geolocation, user reporting systems, 
and extended user engagement. 
 
When developing standards, the Commissioner must consult widely, including speaking to children, 
parents, child development experts, trade associations and those who represent the interests of children. 
As a first step in this consultation process, the ICO has recently published a Call for Evidence.  
 
 

Making a submission 
 

Many people have expressed overwhelming support for these recommendations and have contributed 
detailed thoughts about one or more of the aspects of design. We urge you to make a submission to the 
ICO's consultation on the Age-Appropriate Design Code (closing date 19th September), either as an 
individual or an organisation. https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/ico-and-stakeholder-consultations/call-for-
evidence-age-appropriate-design-code/ 

  Further information on children's privacy and the Age-Appropriate Design Code can be found on 
the Information Commissioner's blog. https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/news-and-events/news-and-
blogs/2018/06/blog-children-s-privacy-call-for-evidence/ 

 We are always open to hearing your questions, thoughts and any additions or corrections on our briefing 
paper, which can be sent to info@5rightsframework.com .  
 

If you would like to attend one of the briefing sessions, you should email with your preferred date 
to info@5rightsframework.com . 
 

Read more here:  

https://5rightsframework.com/in-action/blog-age-appropriate-design-code-data-protection-bill.html 

By 5Rights   
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A Call for Contributions from Children England 
 
 Children England is leading an inquiry into what the welfare state would look 
like if it recognised and supported all children's need for home, safety, love, 
health and purpose (a paraphrasing of Maslow's five needs). 
 
We’re delighted to be writing with a call for contributions to our ChildFair State 
Inquiry, which we launched a few weeks ago thanks to the support and 
encouragement of many across the children’s sector and beyond.  
 
Involve the children and young people you support  
Ask your participation staff to run a session with a group of children or young 
people, using or tailoring the activity plans we’ve created to gather their views 
on any aspect of the welfare state they’ve experienced. Our Policy and  

https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/ico-and-stakeholder-consultations/call-for-evidence-age-appropriate-design-code/
https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/ico-and-stakeholder-consultations/call-for-evidence-age-appropriate-design-code/
https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/news-and-events/news-and-blogs/2018/06/blog-children-s-privacy-call-for-evidence/
https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/news-and-events/news-and-blogs/2018/06/blog-children-s-privacy-call-for-evidence/
mailto:info@5rightsframework.com
mailto:info@5rightsframework.com
https://5rightsframework.com/in-action/blog-age-appropriate-design-code-data-protection-bill.html
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continued from previous page :  Campaigns Manager Chloë is very happy to take a call from anyone who 
wants to discuss this before trying it out, and we welcome children’s views in any format they choose!  
Invite your staff to submit examples from their own work  
Forward the ChildFair State page link to your practice managers so they can reply directly or use the 
online form to send us suggestions. www.childrenengland.org.uk/childfairstate   
 

Member Chief Executives on our trustee board have already pledged to engage several groups of children 
they work with, including young carers, children on summer schemes, children in care and children who 
have been trafficked. We do hope you’ll be able to help us reach an even broader range of children so that 
our new design for the welfare state recognises all children’s needs, whatever their history, background or 
immigration status.  
 

Please encourage colleagues to send us contributions by Monday 3rd September if they can – but 
if their ideal time for engaging children and young people is later on / once term has started, they’re 
welcome to let us know that they’ll input slightly later. Don’t hesitate to get in touch with us if you’d like to 
discuss any aspect of the Inquiry.      www.childrenengland.org.uk/Appeal/towards-a-child-fair-state 
 

You’ll find contact details here:  www.childrenengland.org.uk/contact  
 

Chloë Darlington  
Policy and Campaigns Manager  
Children England  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

.Support us financially 
 

In the Alliance for Childhood we are all volunteers. We have two websites to maintain, a printer to feed 
and leaflets to print as our basic overheads - that’s just under £1,000. You’ll see that’s fairly modest. With 
a bit more money, we could pay for the occasional administrative help. Say £500 to £1,000. We hold an 
annual conference - about £1,000 would help us to see that it’s open for all, especially students and young 
people. Then £1,000 to support our Inspiring Youth project and another £500 for Playday. Total - £4,000 to 
£4,500 annually.  
 

You can help us by becoming a Donor. It takes three forms, a Member, a Patron or Donor Organisation. All 
are valid for 1 year and you can renew if you wish. 
 

Donate £10 to become a donor member. 
Donate £250 and become a donor patron 

Donate £100 and become a donor organization 
 

It’s simple, just go to our webpage: allianceforchildhood.org.uk/contact/, chose which you want to be and 
click on the payment button to pay via Paypal either through your Paypal account or by Debit or Credit 
card. 
 

We will list you as a Donor on our website, unless you wish to remain anonymous. 
 

If you simply want to make a gift, you can do it via this link:  
 

www.allianceforchildhood.co.uk/donate-now  
 

A Gift Aid form can be found there too.  
Thank you! 

http://www.childrenengland.org.uk/childfairstate
http://www.childrenengland.org.uk/Appeal/towards-a-child-fair-state'
http://www.childrenengland.org.uk/contact
http://allianceforchildhood.org.uk/contact/
http://www.allianceforchildhood.co.uk/donate-now

